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Biennial Conference Held In Nation’s Capital 


UBMISSION of the Equal Rights Amendment to 
the States for ratification “as a matter of simple 
justice,” was demanded of Congress by the National 
Woman’s Party at its Biennial Conference in Wash- 
ington, D. C., December 15-16. 
A brilliant ba at the Cosmos Club, historic 


Cameron House, which served as National Headquar- 


ters of the Party during the final days of the Suffrage 
Campaign, opened the two-day Conference, the second 
day of which was devoted to business sessions. 

Presiding at the banquet was Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 
National Chairman, who welcomed the guests and 
introduced the distinguished ers, including 
United States Senator George L. Radcliffe, of Mary- 
land; Mrs. Linda Littlejohn, of Australia, President of 
Equal Rights International; Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, 
Democratic National Committeewoman for Pennsyl- 
vania; Miss Laura M. Berrien, Treasurer of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and Mrs. Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews, Legal Advisor of the Party. Because of illness, 
Congressman Patrick J. Boland, of Dem- 
ocratic Whip of the House, another scheduled speaker, 
was unable to attend. A greeting came by wire and 
at his request, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller extended his 
message of approval of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“The time has come,” said Senator Radcliffe, “for 
application of a general rule. The time has come for 
discriminations against women to pass.” 

Tracing the advance of women from the days of the 
Roman Empire, the Senator spoke of their progress 
in the educational and economic fields. “I am satisfied 
women have something great to contribute,” he said. 
“Why should intelligent creatures, men or women, not 
have equal rights?” 
Woman suffrage,” he declared, has justified its 
existence. Has anyone even suggested that the clock 
should go back?” 

He spoke of certain opposition to the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment, citing so-called “protective laws“ 
as the chief stumbling block of those who hope to 
gain equality state by state. “The question is whether 
the time has not come when the basic idea of legal 
distinction between the sexes should fall to the ground. 
I believe it is a question of weighing values. It is my 
Opinion that in considering any advantage of protec- 
tive laws, when you take up each discrimination 
against women you will find there is not sufficient 
justification to upset a general rule. When the reasons 
for a thing cease to exist—and there may have been 
some reason for these unequal laws at one time long 
ago—the law of itself should fall to the ground. The 
reasons for these differences have 7 Let us solve 
our problems in a sound way. us eliminate all 


discriminatory laws by adopting a general rule. As 
between the state by state method of trying to accom- 
plish this and the proposed Amendment to the Con- 


stitution of the United States fixing the principle, I see 
no reason why we should not take the latter and 

all the way. I believe this solution of the problem 
give us the best balanced society possible. For this and 
other reasons I am supporting the Equal Rights 
Amendment.” 


Mrs. Wiley predicted submission of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the States by Congress in the coming 
session. She likened the state by state method to the 
ox cart mode of travel, calling the Federal Amendment 
method of securing equal rights the more modern 


method. 


“Do we wish to use the cumbersome, slow moving ox 
cart method of yesterday in this swiftly moving age 
of today?“ she said. Or do we wish to remove all 
these discriminatory laws against women once and 
forever by the constitutional amendment? In other 
words, do we wish to arrive at our destination by the 
swift, modern and efficient method of the airship?” 

We feel that sentiment for the Amendment,” said 
Mrs. Wiley, “is crystallizing with the same rapidity 
so apparent twenty years ago, when women won the 
right to vote. We predict that the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment will soon a part of the Constitution. It 
remains to be seen which major party will have the 


political sagacity to give the measure the necessary 


shove by sponsoring it.” She expressed the opinion 

that the Party doing this will reap the benefit the 

3 of women from one end of the country to 
e other.“ 


Mrs. Miller, speaking on Democracy for Women,“ 
sharply criticized laws discriminating against women, 
stating that such laws “have caused not only dis- 
satisfaction but real distress and confusion, as well 
as economic injury. She expressed the belief that if 
the United States is to become a democracy where 
equality is to prevail, a democracy of absolute justice 
for all, then the “surest way to bring it about is to 


put the Equal Rights Amendment into the Constitu- © 


tion.“ 

Mrs. Littlejohn declared it a pathetic denunciation 
of democracy in action that women should continually 
have to trek to Washington to ask to be i as 
full and responsible citizens, entitled to the same 
rights, duties and responsibilities as men citizens.“ 

“If democracy is to survive,” said the speaker, “those 
countries which call themselves democracies must show 
that they are so—not only in 2 but in practice. 
After all, dictatorships are a very o d form of govern- 
ment. It is democracy that is relatively new and 
untried. If it is to withstand totalitarian onslaught, 
it will need the help and fervor of all its people and 
this can only be given by women when they are 
accorded equal opportunities, without restrictions 

(Continued on Page 143) 
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January, 1940 


As Simple Justice” 

* AS A matter of simple justice to the women citi- 

zens of the United States,” the National 
Woman’s Party in a resolution unanimously adopted 
at the closing session of its biennial Conference on 
December 16, demanded that the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution be reported 
out of committee to both Houses of Congress and sub- 
mitted to the States for ratification. 

“Women,” says the resolution, “are daily being 
thrown out of employment as a result of discrimina- 
tory laws based on sex or marital status, while the 
Equal Rights Amendment slumbers in the Judiciary 


Committees of both Houses of Congress.“ 


The resolution points to the “growing tendency to 
enact laws to eliminate women from gainful employ- 
ment,” and states that “such legislation is violative of 
the principles of Equal Opportunity on which this 
government was founded.“ 

The resolution further declares this denial of the 
principles of Equal Opportunity also to be a denial to 
women of “protection of the personal liberty and con- 
— rights which all men enjoy under the Consti- 

ion.“ 

Offered as the only permanent remedy for these 
abuses, is the proposed Equal Rights Amendment 
which would fix in the Constitution of the United 
States the principle of equal rights for citizens, both 
men and women, and would make impossible discrim- 
inatory laws, since the Constitution is the yard stick 
by which all laws must be measured and to which they 
must conform. 

Rapidly growing sentiment for the proposal to com- 
plete the citizenship of women of the nation by extend- 
ing to them a full share in democracy, leads advocates 
of the Amendment to believe that Congress, in the 
coming session, will not disregard so widespread a 
= that the matter be submitted to the states for 

ecision. 

Those who administer our democracy are charged 
with a great responsibility at this time, for democracy 
does not admit of discriminatory laws involving adult 
citizens. The very basis of democracy is equality under 
law, and it is inequality under law to which women 
are objecting. Therefore, they are asking that the 
matter be settled once and for all in the fundamental 
law of the land, the Constitution of the United States, 
where they desire a guarantee that as long as there 
exists in this nation a democratic form of government, 
women—constituting half the citizenry of the country, 
shall have equal rights with other citizens. 

Since nowhere do rights exist without responsibili- 
ties, women with citizenship rights will Hkewise share 
full responsibilities. Rights, however, must not be con- 
fused with duties. For example—military service, to 
which opponents of the Equal Rights Amendment often 
point as a bugaboo to frighten advocates of the pro- 
posal, is not a right, but a duty. Both women and men 


constitute a part of the resources of the nation 


~ 


human resources—and regardless of whether the Con- 
stitution contains an Equal Rights Amendment both 
can, at any time, amendment or no amendment—be 
drafted, if the leadership of the country so decrees. 
Under the United States form of government, Con- 
gress has not the responsibility of the final decision as 
to whether an Amendment shall be added to the federal 
Constitution. Congress is charged only with the 
responsibility of submitting the matter to the states 
for decision when there is evidence of a widespread 
demand for an Amendment. Certainly there can be 
no doubt that there is a widespread demand when 
thousands of women citizens are demanding the 
Amendment “as a matter of simple justice.” 


Nev 3 


Equal Ri ts 

Official Organ 

fa 

1) 

—— 

| 

— 

i} TTA 

| 

‘ 

TE 

| 

if 1 

| 

| 

11 

rit 

| 

| 

11 

| | 
| | 


D January, 1940 BQUAL RIGHTS 143 


zation plan for workers in states, citing her own state 


: Biennial Conference 


(Continued from Front Page) 


which do not apply to men. Women have now acquired 


knowledge. Knowledge must lead to action and from 
action they will gain further knowledge.” 

Miss Berrien, a lawyer and a president of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers, referred to 
the fact that we now have in Washington “two most 
precious and interesting documents—Magna Carta 
and the Constitution of the United States.” She traced 
the history of these two documents on which Ameri- 
cans base their claim to freedom. Spe 
Constitution, she said: “Reading this Constitution of 
ours, it would seem that women could claim equal 
protection of the law, but our legislative bodies have 

unequal laws for men and women, and when we 
ve appealed to the courts we have been told, in 
effect, that the Constitution doesn’t mean what it says. 
It is because of this that we have proposed—and mean 
to have—an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. The amendment meets all the demands 
that could be asked—it is right; it is reasonable.” She 
recalled that when women asked enfranchisement they 
were told: “The amendment is not a political question.” 
“We made it a political question,” said the speaker, 
“and won. We took the tip. Thinking of that state- 
ment, I have concluded that the fault is ours. WE 
MUST MAKE IT POLITICAL!” 

Mrs. Matthews, also a past president of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers, cited legal decisions 
affecting the status of women. 

At the close of the program Mrs. Wiley took occa- 
sion to introduce several distinguished guests, amo 
them Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, past Natio 
Chairman and a veteran campaigner for an 
status for men and women. At the mention of her 


preme Court of the Discriminations Against Married 


peaking of the 


as an example of the efficiency of the plan. 

Closing the morning program Miss Marie T. Lock- 
wood, Chairman of the Delaware Branch, spoke on 
the importance of the endorsement of political ies. 
She pointed with pride to Delaware because, she said, 
“The Equal Rights Amendment has the support of the 
entire delegation in Congress, both Democrats and 
Republicans; because Senator Townsend, of Delaware 
is one of the sponsors of the Amendment in the United 
States Senate and because both the Democratic and 
Republican Parties in Delaware have included in their 
platforms a plank pledging support to the Amend- 


ment.” 

On the afternoon p the subject of which was 
“Progress Internationally,” were Mrs. Marie Moore 
Forrest, Processions and Pageant Chairman, World 
Woman’s Party and Mrs. George Mesta, Republican Na- 
tional Committeewoman for Oklahoma, a member of 
the Glenn Frank Committee of the Republican Party 
and a member of the Woman’s Party Executive Coun- 
cil. Mrs. Elsie Graff, Virginia Chairman, and Mrs. 
Ellis A. Schnabel, Pennsylvania Chairman, spoke on 
“How Can We Make the Wheels Go Round?“ 

Presiding at the afternoon session was Mrs. Horace 
F of the District of Columbia 

ran 

In addition to the Amendment resolution, there were 
several courtesy resolutions and one expressing ap- 
proval of Senator Edward J. Burke's Resolution fixing 
the status of the American member on the Inter Amer- 
ican Commission of Women. Several other resolutions 
were adopted just before the Conference closed. One of 
these provided “That we send greetings to our beloved 
leader, Alice Paul, and congratulate her on the magnifi- 
cent work already achieved at Geneva by the World 
— — Party under the inspiration of her vision and 
guidance.“ 


the House resolution making the District of Columbia 


name the assemblage arose as one, paying spontaneous Another resolution protested the action of the United : 
and affectionate tribute to one of most beloved of States Department of State in denying rts to 1 
the Party members. , American women married to alien hu: since 1 

Highlights of the Amendment campaign were dealt passage of the Cable Act, and who desire to return a 
with by state leaders of the Woman’s Party at the their homes and families in European countries. A 
morning session December 16, presided over by Mrs. Still another commended Congressman Byron of 0 
Rebekah Scandrett Greathouse, recording secretary. Maryland for his understanding of the oe con- 1 
_ Mrs. Edith Bartlett Conway, Massachusetts Chair- fronting American women as a result of discriminatory a 
man, spoke on “The Veto of the Massachusetts Su- industrial laws based on sex and pledged, support of ch 


Women.“ She pointed out that the undemocratic 
attempt to bar women from public service jobs because 
of marriage had caused many women who had not 
hitherto recognized the necessity for a safeguard in the 
federal Constitution, to rally to the support of the 


ee Wage Law apply to all workers, irrespective 
of sex. 

Many State Chairmen and others high in the Party 
Councils attended the Conference, at the conclusion of 
which a meeting of the National Council was held and 


Equal Rights Amendment. “Of course,” she said, “the lans for a concerted drive for passing of the Equal 0 
fight to restrict women goes on, but this flagrant ights Amendment in the coming session of Congress 1 
attempt to penalize both women and marriage pointed wire completed. 4 
rights of women citizens more eloquently than we ; 
could possibly have done. Our task now is to make Waitresses Complain Hour Limit Cuts Tips i | 
them understand that we still have no guarantee that According to the Boston Globe, although many wait- 1 
it cannot happen again. Court decisions are sometimes resses have benefited from the law enacted by this 10 
reversed. i year’s Legislature limiting to 10 hours a day the period i 
Miss Mary Philbrook, Chairman of the Woman’s in which they may perform a total of 48 hours of work a 
Party Archives Committee and of the New Jersey in a week, a large number find they are deprived of it 
Committee to Eliminate Discriminations Against tips. These latter have informed Director William H. 1 
Women, spoke on An Equal Rights Amendment in a Wellen of the State Division of Industrial Safety that a 
State Legislature,” telling of the success with which cutting down their work period in places catering to 
New Jersey women had met in having introduced in night patronage has reduced gratuities to a marked 


the State legislature a proposal for an Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution. Through the efforts 
of this group the Republican Party of New Jersey 
recently included in its platform an equal rights plank. 

Mrs. George E. Halsey, Maryland Chairman and a 
member of the Executive Council, outlined an organi- 


extent. 

They estimated about two-thirds of the tips come 
between 6 P. M. and midnight and about one-third 
from midnight to 2 o’clock. Under the new law the 


women are not permitted to work all the personally 


profitable hours, they declared. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


WOMEN WITH HOPE 


HAVE just read an article in “The Nation” called 

“Women Without Hope,” dealing with the status o 
women in Nazi Germany. It is a pitiful picture 
disillusionment, bewilderment, and frustration—a con- 
dition so bad that it is ripe for an overturning. It made 
me feel that the path downward for women had come 


to a stop, that it had proved itself futile, and that from 


now on the path would be upward. 

The war demanded an about-face in regard to 
women’s work in all countries involved. Even Nazi 
Germany has called back its women to jobs for which 
it had regarded them as unfitted. In contrast to the 
last war, the immediate demand for the help of women 
in other countries has been gratifying and has shown 
the need of women’s unhampered cooperation in 
national affairs and the recognition of that need. While 
in 1914 women volunteers for war work were ignored 
for a long time and finally tried out under protest, in 
7 war they were gratefully mobilized, as a matter 

course, | 

While in Europe and Asia women are doing their 
part without giving much thought to their future, in 
the United States women hold the future of all women 
in their hands. They are Women With Hope. g 

In spite of reactionary groups who would like to 
limit women’s sphere, in spite of the infiltration of 
Nazi philosophy, both men and women in America 
have had a rude awakening by the turn of events in 
Europe and are alert as never before. 3 

Women here have the opportunity now to win their 
legal freedom. With women rallying behind the Equal 
Rights Amendment, equal rights and equal opportunity 
for women can readily become one of the fundamental 

rinciples of our Constitution, and women will at last 
ve their Bill of Rights. Nothing could give a bigger 
impetus to the cause of freedom ughout the world. 
Women in the United States are truly Women With 
Hope — for themselves and for all women everywhere. 


National President ‘Writes 


4 recent inne of the Minnesota Bulletin, official ’ 


organ of the Minnesota Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs, carries a letter written 
Dr. Minnie S. Maffett, of Dallas, Texas, new Pres- 
ident of the National Federation of Business and to 
Mrs. Olivia Johnson, of St. Paul, Minnesota, third 
Vice-President of the Professional Women’s Clubs 
Federation in which she declares that she regards the 
Atlantic City endorsement of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, and the re-endorsement of the measure in 1939 
in Kansas City, Mo., as “a clear and unmistakable 
mandate to the National Federation and those en- 
trusted with carrying out its policies to work aggres- 
sively for the passage of this amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States.” 
Dr. Maffett also said that Engrg | such time as 
we may be able to obtain passage of this amendment, 
it is the part of wisdom on the part of any state where 
marked and gross irregularities are now existing, to 
smooth out as many of them by direct attack before 
their state legislatures as possible so that if and when 
the Equal Rights Amendment does become an integral 
part of the Constitution of this country, there will be 
1 problems to harmonize than at this present 


— 


— 


Pennsylvania Contributes 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hatfield Schnabel, Pennsylvania 


Chairman, N. W. P., writes: 


“Enclosed you will please find check for $5.00. This 
is the first installment; there will be more coming 
later on. How I wish every one felt that by doing a 
little the work would be easy. The more I think about 
it, the more I am convinced that real ‘money-raising’ 
meetings should be held often. Somehow, when people 
see others give, they are prompted to give.“ 

Mrs. Lois Buenzli, of the Delaware County Branch 
and Pennsylvania Congressional Chairman, here in 
December for the National Conference, contributed to 
the Equal Rights Congressional Fund a check for $10 
from her branch. 


She Works At Night 
A Paris dispatch to the New York Times tells of 


woman, who for thirty-five years has made 


r living tending the flag which flies above the Eiffel 


Tower, 1,000 feet above the ground. 


All day the flag hangs limp on its flagstaff or 
whips in the wind, says the dispatch. “At sunset 


it is hauled down. If the day has been still, Madame 
has her evening off. But a day of high wind and rain 
sometimes whips the flag to ribbons and then every 
tear has to be sewn up, though it takes her half the 
night. There must never be a rent in it when it goes 
up to the top of the flagstaff in the morning.” 
“Madame,” says the dispatch, “works at night.” 
Madame is fortunate that impractical persons desir- 
ing to protect her have not enacted a so-called pro- 


tective law 1 night work for women in 
France, in which case Madame's job would go to a 
man. 


By What Authority? 
City Welfare Inspector Tom Knapp, of 


Omaha, 
Nebraska, has issued an order prohibiting waitresses 


in taverns from wearing form- fitting lounging pajamas 
as uniforms. 


In one instance, according to an Associated Press 


dispatch from Omaha, he ordered two waitresses to 


change their clothes. After they had changed to blue 
starched uniforms with high collars the dispatch quotes 
the inspector as saying: “That is more like it.” 

It would be interesting to know if the inspector 
proposed to prescribe the attire of all women in Omaha, 
or only waitresses, and it would be even more interest- 
ing to know by what authority. 
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